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ipporting him for the position of President. You say that the mass of the voters that are not Catholics will not support
man for any office, especially for President of the United ;ates, who is a Roman Catholic." I believe that when you say Lis you foully slander your fellow countrymen. I do not for le moment believe that the mass of our fellow citizens or tat any considerable number of our fellow citizens can be in-icnced by such narrow bigotry as to refuse to vote for any Loroly upright and fit man because he happens to have a par-2ular religious creed. Such a consideration should never be eated as a reason for either supporting or opposing a candi-ite for political office. Are you aware that there are several ;ates in this Union where the majority of the people are now atholics? I should reprobate in the severest terms the Gathers who in those States (or in any other States) refused to vote r the most fit man because he happened to be a Protestant; id my condemnation would be exactly as severe for Protes-,nts who, under reversed circumstances, refused to vote for a atholic. In public life I am happy to say that I have known any men who were elected, and constantly reflected, to See in districts where the great majority of their constituents ere of a different religious belief. I know Catholics who have r many years represented constituencies mainly Protestant, id Protestants who have for many years represented con-ituencies mainly Catholic; and among the Congressmen horn I knew particularly well was one man of Jewish faith ho represented a district in which there were hardly any Jews , all. All of these men by their very existence in political life fute the slander you have uttered against your fellow Ameri-ms.
I believe that this Republic will endure for many centuries.
so there will doubtless be among its Presidents Protestants id Catholics, and very probably at some time Jews. I have >nsistently tried while President to act in relation to my llow Americans of Catholic faith as I hope that any future resident who happens to be a Catholic will act towards his llow Americans of Protestant faith. Had I followed any other >urse I should have felt that I was unfit to represent the Ameri-in people.
In my Cabinet at the present moment there sit side by side, or if he were a Roman Catholic himself, it ought not to affect in the slightest degree any man's of influence                                 j,
